
 
 
SUGGESTED ORDER OF A SYNODAL DISCUSSION GROUP 
 
 
Any small groups would include the following components: 
 

1. Welcome: If participants do not know each other, ask them to briefly introduce 
themselves to the group. 

2. Open with Prayer: Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus (on PPT) 
3. Share Bishop Matano’s video: this is also found on the www.dor.org/synod page and 

allows all participants an opportunity to hear our Bishop’s hopes for the Synod.  
4. PPT on Synod  assisting all to understand key terms and explain the process. 
5. Establish the ground rules: examples are provided above. 
6. Reflection on the Theme(s) to be discussed: For a shorter session, it can be decided prior 

to the gathering which theme(s) speak to the group. Open the discussion to the group 
and be sure the notetaker has time to summarize.  

7. At the end of the gathering, Closing Prayer.  Our Father, Petitions of the group, can 
speak out loud or pray silently.   

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER  (Sample)  
 

Leader As we end our discussion, we join in prayer.    
 

Let us pray.  We now take a moment of quiet to pray for our sister parishes, 
for those who are suffering with illness, those who grieve and all who are 
most in need, including family, friends, loved ones and ourselves.   (15 
seconds of silence) 

 
If anyone has a petition or prayer to share, please share it at this time.   

 
Gathering our needs and prayers as one, let us pray the words that our 
Savior gave us:   

 
Our Father, who art in heaven….deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 
Leader Let us pray.  
 

God, our creator – along with your Son Jesus, you sent the Holy Spirit to 
animate and enliven our souls, our prayer and our imagination.  We remain 
grateful for your guidance in the life of our parish. We pray that your Holy 
Spirit continue to guide us through this Synodal Journey.  We ask this 
through Christ, our Lord.  Amen 

 


