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Welcome! 

 

“The Church’s social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of 

holiness amidst the challenges of society.” Thank you for making this journey of faith toward building a just 

society and living lives of holiness. Together we will focus on what it means to “Love and Honor Your 

Neighbor.” These are words we have heard so many times. Do we really pray with them? Do we invite them 

into our hearts, our decisions, our actions? Through Scripture, the themes of Catholic Social Teaching, and the 

lens of Pope Francis, we will ponder how to better love and honor our neighbors.  

The format: 

• Outline: We provide this guide for 

your review and prayer during the 

week. 

• Introduction: In the full “large 

group” at 7pm, Mike Nesbitt, our 

generous leader and MC, will 

provide a welcome and an 

introduction of each theme and its 

topics.  

• Prayer: We begin with a time of 

worship and praise. We remind ourselves of God’s presence, offering gratitude and praise for all that 

the Lord has bestowed on us.  

• Video Teaching: Our prayer will be followed by a brief video teaching created by Fr. Jim Schwartz, 

Deacon Duncan Harris, and Cathy Kamp. Each Catholic Social Teaching theme will be addressed in two 

parts over two sessions and videos. 

• Small Groups: Assisted by Jeanne Mooney and Chuck Canham, we will break out into small groups for 

discussion and prayer. We are especially grateful to all the small group facilitators and helpers who 

commit so much faith-filled energy into fostering small Christian communities. 

At the time of this publication, we still struggle with high Covid infection rates and pandemic restrictions on in-

person gatherings. It is our hope that during the time of this program we will be able to schedule in-person 

retreats or simple get-togethers. Stay tuned! Have a blessed journey. 

If we can assist you along the way, please do not hesitate to reach out: 

Mike Nesbitt – Michael_Nesbitt@hotmail.com 

Deacon Duncan Harris – Duncan.Harris@sjcpenfield.com  

Jeanne Mooney – Jeanne.Mooney@sjcpenfield.com 

Cathy Kamp – Cathy.Kamp@sjcpenfield.com  
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CathOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 

Theme three – take responsibility 

 

rights and responsibilities 

“The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy 

community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are 

met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things 

required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and 

responsibilities--to one another, to our families, and to the larger society.” USCCB 

 
What we will explore in the first session (jan 10) – our personal responsibility: 

• All of our rights and responsibilities are viewed in the context of the Great Commandment to love God and 

one another 

• Our responsibilities outweigh our rights 

• Our biggest deception can be when we emphasize our rights without regard to our responsibilities 

• Our spirituality and our faith are relational 

• This theme has great relevance to current controversies about wearing masks and getting vaccinated to 

protect against the spread of Covid-19 

 
What we will explore in the second session (jan 24) – our communal 

responsibility: 

• We have communal responsibilities as members of a parish, neighborhood, town, state, nation, and the 

global community 

• Taking responsibility as Christians means consistently working to protect the rights of all people 

• Meeting people face to face is a critical aspect of loving our neighbors 

• Jesus needs all of our hands, minds, and hearts to address inequities in society—we must actively advocate 

• Our faith can never stop at the doors of the Church  

• Want to make an impact? “Just show up.” (the wisdom of Deacon Bill Coffey)   

https://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/index.cfm
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Take responsibility part 1 – our personal responsibility 

Session 5 - Monday, January 10 
 

“They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the 

bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs were done through the 

apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property and 

possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need.” 

Acts 2: 42-45 

 

“By this all shall that you are my disciples, by your love for one another.” 

John 13:35 

 
Understanding rights and responsibilities 

“The great commandment of Jesus is that we are to love -- love of God and love of neighbor.  All of our rights 

and responsibilities are viewed in the context of the great commandment to love.  Love thy neighbor – no 

exceptions.  Every person has a right to life and human dignity, but these rights can never excuse us from our 

responsibility to serve and to love our neighbor.” Fr. Jim Schwartz, pastor 

• In this passage from the Acts of the Apostles, the early Christian community is described in an ideal 

fashion of how the early disciples shared everything they had with one another.  They used what they 

had for the benefit of everyone.  This is the way we are still called to use our gifts from God.  

• Everyone should, according to his or her specific gifts, fight to protect the fundamental rights of 

individuals, Pope Francis wrote. "Each person is therefore called to contribute with courage and 

determination, in the specificity of their role, to the respect of the fundamental rights of every 

person…Especially [the rights] of those [who are] 'invisible:' of many who are hungry and thirsty, who 

are naked, sick, a stranger or imprisoned, who live on the margins of society or are discarded." Dec. 10, 

2018 

• As a Church, we are to live in community; we are called to be a People of God.  Our spirituality is 

relational.  Any individual right I have needs to be balanced with my responsibility to love my neighbor.  

We are all made in the image and likeness of God.  There is dignity and 

beauty in each person God has created, but we also confess that we are 

all sinners.  We live in a world that stands in need of the healing 

forgiveness of our loving God.  

• As we continue to wrestle as a parish, as a community, and as a nation, 

how do we best deal with the Covid pandemic that has gripped the 

whole planet.  The whole planet is hurting. On the one hand, the case is 

made that I have the right to do what is best with my own body whether 

I get vaccinated or whether I wear my mask.  On the other hand, the 
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case is made that I have a responsibility to love and care for my neighbor, and therefore I should get 

vaccinated and wear a mask. This can be a very polarizing argument in which each side digs in and 

dialogue is lost.  Which is more important?  My individual rights or my responsibility to care for my 

neighbor? 

 

DISCUSSION / REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. What are some ways we could practically -- and sacrificially – try to imitate the early Christian 
communities described in the Acts of the Apostles? Individually, how could you share in common some 
of what you have with others? As a parish community, what are some meaningful ways we could do 
this? 

2. For Fr. Jim, his family was his “school of love.” What are some of your life experiences that have helped 
or are helping you to broaden your understanding of taking responsibility for others in positive ways? 

3. How have you reflected on your rights and responsibilities during this unique era of the COVID-19 
pandemic? What are your rights? What are your responsibilities? 

 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS – ACTION -- SERVICE  
 

• This week identify one way you can share what you have with others and develop a plan! 

• Pray with this Sunday’s Gospel, our first Sunday back in Ordinary Time: John 2: 1-11, the wedding feast 
at Cana, the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry. How does this reading challenge you to act on your 
faith? 

 

PRAYER 

 

Gracious and loving God, 

You call us to be stewards of Your abundance, 

the caretakers of all you have entrusted to us. 

Help us to always use Your gifts wisely 

and teach us to share them generously. 

Send the Holy Spirit to work through us, 

bringing Your message to those we serve. 

Amen 
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Take responsibility part 2 – our communal responsibility 

Session 6 - Monday, January 24 
 

"'When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you 

 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 

The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.'" 

Matthew 25:38-40 

 
Understanding rights and responsibilities 

“A powerful experience for me is our Homeless Outreach Ministry.  This ministry has helped me see poverty and 

homelessness personally, it helped me to put a face on what homelessness looks like. Meeting the homeless face to face 

and hearing their stories helped me open my eyes to these individuals as people of God, people who deserve dignity and 

respect, their right to have a home and live with dignity.   It has helped me understand that homelessness, poverty and 

racial equity is not abstract, it is real and tangible; it is not an individual problem but a community and societal one.” 

Deacon Duncan Harris, pastoral associate 

• “First among these are the rights to life, food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care, and basic education. 

These are indispensable to the protection of human dignity…All persons have a right to security in the 

event of sickness, unemployment, and old age…the right to healthful working conditions, to wages, 

and other benefits sufficient to provide individuals and their families with a standard of living in 

keeping with human dignity” Economic Justice for All, U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1986 #80. 

• Pope Francis reminds us that collectively as a Christian community and world community, we need to 

respond to the call to put aside boundaries and differences of any kind and truly embrace our 

responsibilities as people of the Gospel. 

• Jesus needs all of our hands, minds, and hearts to help address 

inequities in society.  We are called to raise our voices and work to 

address inequities, racism, refugees, and poverty in our society and 

our world.  It is not enough just to say that everyone has a right to 

food and housing!  We must actively advocate for this and hold 

ourselves and our leaders accountable for bringing about change.  

•  “Go in peace to love and serve our Lord.”  Our faith can never stop 

at the doors of the church! 

• “Just show up.” Deacon Bill Coffey 
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DISCUSSION / REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Have you had any experiences like Duncan’s experience with the homeless that have opened your eyes 
to needs in our local community? 

2. Do you become overwhelmed at all the ways vulnerable people are denied their rights? What are 
some strategies for doing our part and contributing to solutions? 

3. Does the Eucharist propel you outward to do the will of God? 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS – ACTION -- SERVICE  
 

• Challenge yourself, or a group you are a part of, to advocate for the rights of others in some of the 
areas our Bishops identify: healthcare, employment, education, food, clothing, shelter, fair wages? 

• Show up in one place to do one small act of charity this week.  
 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

O Lord, to whom no one is a stranger 

and from whose help no one is ever distant, 

look with compassion on those without a place to live; 

restore them, we pray, to a home of their own, 

and give us a kind heart to help the homeless in their need. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  
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CathOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 

Theme four – love the poor 

 

OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE 

“A  basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred 

by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last 

Judgment (Mt 25:31-46)  and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable 

first.” USCCB 

 

 

What we will explore in the seventh session (feb 7) – Loving the poor: 

• Putting the needs of the poor first can be an opportunity to expand our understanding of “love.” 

• Accompanying someone who thinks very differently from you can challenge your sense of 

accomplishment and desire to help. 

• Our Christian role is to defend the dignity of all so that people can find the energy to become 

“protagonists in their own lives.” 

• We are called to overcome indifference in society. 

 

What we will explore in the eighth session (feb 28) – serving the poor: 

• Serving and accompanying the poor and the vulnerable may be the key to doing God’s will for us on 

earth. 

• Every poor person is made in the image and likeness of God, is loved by God, and deserves our respect, 

love, and care. 

• Pope Francis wants a church that is poor and is for the poor. 

• Putting the poor and vulnerable first requires humility. 

• “Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day; teach them how to fish and you feed them for a 

lifetime.” 

https://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25:31
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love the poor part 1 – LOVING THE POOR 

Session 7 - Monday, February 7 
 

“The poor you will always have with you.” 

Luke 7: 11 

 
Understanding the option for the poor and 

vulnerable 

 

“I thought I knew what the option for the poor and vulnerable meant. And 

then I had a teaching moment that lasted several years as a Bethany House 

mentor -- walking alongside a woman on her journey from jail to the 

women’s shelter at Bethany House and back into the community with her 

infant child. I soon learned that loving this neighbor, who had grown up on 

the streets of Rochester and had mental health and addiction concerns, 

was not like any other experience I had known in my life. It challenged me 

to my core.” Cathy Kamp, pastoral associate 

• Pope Francis says, “Serving means working beside the neediest 
people, establishing with them first and foremost human 
relationships of closeness and bonds of solidarity.” 

 

• “We cannot remain indifferent before the cries of our brothers and sisters,” Pope Francis says. “These 
ask of us not only material assistance – needed in so many circumstances – but above all, our help to 
defend their dignity as human persons, so that they can find the spiritual energy to become once again 
protagonists in their own lives. They ask us to fight, in the light of the Gospel, the structural causes of 
poverty: inequality, the shortage of dignified work and housing, and the denial of their rights as 
members of society and as workers. As Christians we are called together to eliminate that globalization 
of indifference which today seems to reign supreme, while building a new civilization of love and 
solidarity.” 
 

• Pope Francis: “Be ready for encounter. For me this word is very important. Encounter with others. 
Why? Because faith is an encounter with Jesus, and we must do what Jesus does: encounter others…” 
He continues that there’s another important point: “…encountering the poor. If we step outside 
ourselves, we find poverty…We must become courageous Christians and go in search of the people 
who are the very flesh of Christ—those who are the flesh of Christ!” 
 

• Material assistance and presence are important components of living the option for the poor. Food, 
clothing, visitation. But … we all have rights and we all have a responsibility to defend the rights of 
others, to advocate for better systems … 
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DISCUSSION / REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Have you had “helping” relationships that challenged your way of thinking or loving? 
2. Are you “ready for encounter” just as Jesus encountered others? 
3. What does it look like to be “successful” in helping someone who is living in poverty? 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS – ACTION -- SERVICE  
 

• Pray with Matthew 25: 31-46. Where is Jesus calling you to see him in the least of your sisters and 
brothers? 

• Make a commitment to volunteer – even for one time – at a place where you can meet and encounter 
someone struggling with poverty or homelessness or other forms of vulnerability. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Make us worthy, Lord, 

to serve our brothers and sisters throughout the world, 

who live and die in poverty and hunger. 

Give them, through our hands, 

this day their daily bread, 

and by our understanding love, 

give them peace and joy. 

Make us, Lord, 

worthy to serve our brothers and sisters, 

scattered all over the world, 

who live and die alone and poor. 

Give them today, using our hands, their daily bread. 

And, using our love, give them peace and happiness. Amen.  
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love the poor part 2 – SERVING THE POOR 

Session 8 - Monday, February 28 
 
“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was 

laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even 

the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 

“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died 

and was buried. In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by 

his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 

water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 

 

“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and 

you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 

anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

 

“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, 

so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 

 

“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

 

“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone 

rises from the dead.’”    Luke 16: 19-31 

 
Understanding the option for the poor and vulnerable 

“’How’s my friend John?’ As I imagine it, this is the first question that the Lord, through his spokesperson 

Peter, is going to ask me when deciding on my admission to the kingdom of heaven.  Instead of asking me how 

many years I served as a priest or how many homilies I have preached or how many parish meetings I have 

participated in, the Lord is going to ask me the simple question: ‘How is my friend John?’” Fr. Jim Schwartz, 

pastor 

• The rich man is not a miser; he is not a cheat; he pays his taxes; hopefully he goes to Church every 
Sunday.  Why bother him?  The point of the parable is that he is simply numb to the poor man Lazarus 
and inattentive to his needs.  This goes to the heart of our discipleship of the Lord Jesus. We need to 
begin with the remembrance that every Lazarus is a child of God, created in God’s image.  Thus, every 
Lazarus deserves my respect, my love, my proactive care. 
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• Pope Francis states: “I want a Church that is poor and for the 
poor.”  Pope Francis wishes the Church to be a field hospital 
that ministers to every Lazarus in our midst. 
 

• The Catholic Campaign for Human Development: “Give a 
person a fish and you feed them for a day; teach them how to 
fish and you feed them for a lifetime.” 

 
 

DISCUSSION / REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. When you meet St. Peter, who will the Lord ask you about? 
Who is the John or Lazarus of your life? 

2. What do you think the Pope means when he says he wants a poor Church for the poor? 
3. In the Scriptures, especially the New Testament, we expect the Lord to show mercy and unconditional 

forgiveness. What’s different about the story of the rich man and Lazarus?  

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS – ACTION -- SERVICE  
 

• This week pray about your John or Lazarus. How might Jesus be calling you to reach out in a way that is 
new or challenging for you? What can you do this Lent to respond to that call? 

• Think about what you would recommend to the parish community as a way for us to better live the 
option for the poor and vulnerable – then reach out with ways you can help make it happen! 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Lord Jesus, keep my life in balance. 

Guide me, so I use and share my wealth 

to benefit the poor, my family, 

my brothers and my sisters throughout the world. 

May I never fail to see the many Lazarus’ in my midst.  
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CathOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 

Theme five – value work 

 

 The dignity of work and the rights of workers 

“The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a 

way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation. If the 

dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of workers must be 

respected--the right to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to the 

organization and joining of unions, to private property, and to economic initiative.” 

USCCB 

 

What we will explore in the ninth session (mar 14) – integral nature of work: 

• Work is a basic human right. 

• The Catholic Church has a long history of advocating for the rights of workers and speaking out against 

abuse, inequitable wages, and the treatment of both children and adults. 

• Today, “what do you do?” is often the first question we are asked. 

• Pope Francis says that work is part of the meaning of our life on earth. 

• With the ever-widening disparity between the rich and the poor, the right of workers are very 

important today. 
• We are called to advocate and speak out on behalf of those workers throughout the world who often 

excluded, underpaid, or taken advantage of. 

 

What we will explore in the tenth session (mar 28) – impact of privilege: 

• We often take for granted the privilege of education, parental support, and employment opportunities. 

• Privilege provides options in times of crisis and the converse is true: without a good education, role 
models and job opportunities, there is little shelter in the storm of crisis. 

• Work is fundamental to the dignity of the person.  

• Pope Francis asks us to say “thou shalt not” to an economy of exclusion and inequality. Not everything 
can come under laws of competition and the survival of the fittest. 

• Evidence of the consequences of such an economy has been surfacing during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Lack of social protection has led to increased poverty, unemployment, and illegal work. 

• None of us are exempt from concern for the poor and for social justice. 
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Value work part 1 – integral nature of work 

Session 9 - Monday, March 14 
“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ 

declares the LORD, 
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 
Understanding the dignity of work the rights of workers 

“Work in our culture is something both very important and often glossed over.  From our earliest days as 

children, we are often asked – what do you want to be when you grow up?  As we get older it might be put 

more directly to us – “what are you going to do with your life”.  Somehow work is part of our DNA but also 

overlooked and assumed.  We often don’t understand it as a basic right and fulfills a basic need in us all.  Work 

also is an amorphous concept.  Is it digging ditches, working to raise children, caring for adults, of being a 

doctor or lawyer? 

For me – my work is an integral part of who I am. For a long time, I never thought of it as a basic human right.  

I have lived a privileged life and have always been able to find meaningful work and helped provide for myself 

and my family.  I say a am privileged because so many in our world have been denied this opportunity that I 

most often take for granted.  The word “privileged” we hear more and more, and its meaning can be hard to 

define precisely. For me “privileged” is that I grew up in a two-parent, loving family.  A family not perfect but 

one that always stressed that what I could achieve was based on my willingness to work hard.  A family where 

I never had to worry about the basics of food, education, or consistent shelter. A family who wasn’t rich but 

was there to support me if I needed emotional or basic financial support.  This placed me in a huge advantage 

as compared to many in our community and world. I am very blessed because of this.”  

Deacon Duncan Harris, pastoral associate 

 

1. Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum Novarum, “On Capital and Labor,” in 1891 – the Church’s response to the 

abuse of workers, both children and adults, which was occurring in the wake of the industrial 

revolution. It has six key themes: 1. labor and capital must work together—each has rights and 

responsibilities; 2. work should provide a decent life for workers and their families; 3. just wages must 

be established, and workers have the right to unionize in order to negotiate fair wages and work 

conditions; 4. the State should not interfere in private matters but must when it is for the Common 

Good; 5. ownership of private property is lawful and necessary for human existence; 6. concern for 

meeting the needs of the poor is a priority for people of faith and government. (See p. 21 for link to 

read more) 

• “The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a 

living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation. If the dignity of work is to be protected, 

then the basic rights of workers must be respected--the right to productive work, to decent and fair 

wages, to the organization and joining of unions, to private property, and to economic initiative.” 

USCCB 
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• “Work should be the setting for this rich personal growth, where many aspects of life enter into play: 

creativity, planning for the future, developing our talents, living out our values, relating to others, 

giving glory to God. It follows that, in the reality of today's global society, it is essential that ‘we 

continue to prioritize the goal of access to steady employment for everyone,’ no matter the limited 

interests of business and dubious economic reasoning. We were created with a vocation to work. … 

Work is a necessity, part of the meaning of life on this earth, a path to growth, human development 

and personal fulfillment.” Pope Francis, Laudato Sí 

 

DISCUSSION / REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. When asked as a child, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” what was your answer? When 
did plans for your life’s vocation or career begin to take shape? Did those plans evolve over time? What 
was/is God’s plan for you? 

2. How do you describe yourself today in relationship to your work or retirement status? How much is 
your work part of your identity, part of your purpose in this life? 

3. Do you see yourself as growing up with “privilege?” Why or why not? 
4. Rerum Novarum was the Church’s response to workplace abuses in the 19th century. Are there modern-

day issues the Church should address today? 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS – ACTION -- SERVICE  
 

• Spend some time this week reflecting on the advantages you may have had – or not had – as you were 
growing up and later in the workplace. What new insights might you discover? 

• This Lent, how could you lend a hand to someone who is struggling with work issues or 
unemployment? 

 

PRAYER 

 

Lord we pray for your blessings on workers who do not have jobs and for 

those whose inadequate pay does not allow them to live the full life you 

intend for each of us.   

Creator God, help us to build a new world in the midst of the old. 

A world where all workers are valued.  

A world where those who clean houses are also able to buy houses to live in.  

A world where those who grow food can also afford to eat their fill.  

We pray for the coming of a world where all workers everywhere share in the 

abundance that you have given us.  

We ask these things knowing that you give us the courage and strength to live out our faith in the workplace 

and the marketplace, as well as in the sanctuary.    Amen. 

Written by Edie Rasell, Minister for Economic Justice of the United Church of Christ.  
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Value work part 2 – impact of privilege  

Session 9 - Monday, March 28 
 

“Whatever you do, do from the heart, 

as for the Lord and not for others.” 

Colossians 3: 23 

 
Understanding the dignity of work and the rights of workers 

“When we moved to Rochester in 1995, I had accepted a position with an advertising and public relations firm. 

I realized fairly early on that it was not a good fit. I had barely started looking for another job when it got back 

to the owners of the firm that I was looking around, and I was fired.  

I vividly remember how that felt. The office was in Victor and we were living in Willow Pond in Penfield. The 

thought of driving the entire 12 minutes home without telling someone what had happened was unthinkable. 

I pulled into a gas station to use the first phone booth I saw and called Greg. Someone had to know – to me 

the world had just tilted off its axis. My confidence and dignity were shaken to the core. 

In retrospect, it was the best thing that ever happened for me and our kids. It wasn’t easy but within six 

months or so I had a growing business, working from a home office. I was able to put the kids on the school 

bus and be there when they got home. I did that for 10 years until the Holy Spirit let me know that God had 

another plan for the rest of my working years.”     Cathy Kamp, pastoral associate 

• Pope Francis reminds us: "Work is fundamental to the dignity of the person. Work, to use an image, 
'anoints' with dignity, fills us with dignity, makes us similar to God who has worked and still works, who 
always acts." (America, 11/20/2013) 

 

• “…Today we have to say ‘thou shalt not’ to an economy of exclusion and inequality. Such an economy 
kills. How can it be that it is not a news item when an elderly homeless person dies of exposure, but it 
is news when the stock market loses two points? This is a case of exclusion. Can we continue to stand 
by when food is thrown away while people are starving? This is a case of inequality. Today everything 
comes under the laws of competition and the survival of the fittest, where the powerful feed upon the 
powerless. As a consequence, masses of people find themselves excluded and marginalized: without 
work, without possibilities, without any means of escape. ... Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, The Joy 
of the Gospel 
 

• “We are called upon to prioritize our response to workers on the margins of the labor market who are 
still affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,” the Pope said. They are the “low-skilled workers, day 
laborers, those who work illegally, migrant and refugee workers, those who carry out what is 
commonly referred to as … dangerous, dirty and degrading [work].” (Catholic News Agency 6/17/2021) 
 

• “None of us can think we are exempt from concern for the poor and for social justice: Spiritual 

conversion, the intensity of the love of God and neighbor, zeal for justice and peace, the Gospel 

meaning of the poor and of poverty, are required of everyone.” Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, The 

Joy of the Gospel 
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DISCUSSION / REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Over the past few weeks, have your reflected on what “privilege” means in your life? What insights do 
you have? 

2. How does your work—employment or volunteer—“anoint” you with dignity?  
3. In what ways does it show your Christian concern for others? Are you responding to the call for all of us 

to express concern and act on behalf of our neighbors living in poverty? 
4. Have you looked upon the Lenten journey differently because of your participation in Love Your 

Neighbor? How so? 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS – ACTION -- SERVICE  
 

• Make a commitment in the upcoming Easter season to do something that expresses your concern for 
the poor, or those struggling with employment issues, in a way that challenges you to go beyond your 
comfort zone. 

 

PRAYER, 

excerpt of pope francis’ prayer for spirit-filled evangelizers 

 

Mary, Virgin and Mother… 
Standing at the foot of the cross 

with unyielding faith, 
you received the joyful comfort of the resurrection, 

and joined the disciples in awaiting the Spirit 
so that the evangelizing Church might be born. 

 
Obtain for us now a new ardor born of the resurrection, 

that we may bring to all the Gospel of life 
which triumphs over death. 

Give us a holy courage to seek new paths, 
that the gift of unfading beauty 

may reach every man and woman. 
 

Virgin of listening and contemplation, 
Mother of love, Bride of the eternal wedding feast, 

pray for the Church, whose pure icon you are, 
that she may never be closed in on herself 

or lose her passion for establishing God’s kingdom…  

Mother of the living Gospel, 
wellspring of happiness for God’s little ones, 

pray for us. 
 

Amen. 
 



21 
 

If you want to read more: 

 

 
Amoris Laetitia, The Joy of Love, Pope Francis: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-
francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf 
 
Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Social Teaching 101: 
https://www.crs.org/resource-center/CST-101 
 
Evangelii Gaudium, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis:  
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-
ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html 
 
Fratelli Tutti, On Fraternity and Social Friendship, Pope Francis: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-
fratelli-tutti.html 
 
Gaudete et Exsultate, On the Call to Holiness, Pope Francis: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-
ap_20180319_gaudete-et-
exsultate.html#%E2%80%9CBlessed_are_the_peacemakers,_for_they_will_be_called_children_of_God%E2%8
0%9D 
 
Rerum Novarum, On Capital and Labor, Pope Leo XIII 
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-
novarum.html 
 
Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, USCCB: 
https://www.usccb.org/resources/themes-catholic-social-teaching  
 
Sunday Readings 
https://bible.usccb.org/ 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf
https://www.crs.org/resource-center/CST-101
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html#%E2%80%9CBlessed_are_the_peacemakers,_for_they_will_be_called_children_of_God%E2%80%9D
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html#%E2%80%9CBlessed_are_the_peacemakers,_for_they_will_be_called_children_of_God%E2%80%9D
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html#%E2%80%9CBlessed_are_the_peacemakers,_for_they_will_be_called_children_of_God%E2%80%9D
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html#%E2%80%9CBlessed_are_the_peacemakers,_for_they_will_be_called_children_of_God%E2%80%9D
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum.html
https://www.usccb.org/resources/themes-catholic-social-teaching
https://bible.usccb.org/

